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March
12 BOE Meeting
14-17 Book Fair
15 PILN 2:15
16 PILN 2:15
17 Early Dismissal (Parent 
Teacher Conferences) 
24 Spirit Day & 
Exploratorium
27 Board of Education 
Workshop - Operations/
Security, New Funds, Final 
Review (7 pm, Har-Bur 
Library)

April
3 Copies of proposed 
R10 2017-18 Estimate of 
Expenses delivered to Burl-
ington and Harwinton Town 
Clerks Offices
4 Public Hearing and vote 
on 2017-18 Estimate of of 
Expenses (7 pm in the LSM 
Auditorium)

May 
1 Annual District Budget 
Meeting (7 pm, Har-Bur 
Library)
2 (Anticipated) Budget 
Referendum

HUSKY 
HAPPENINGS

February was a busy month at HCS! 
The staff donated over $200 to the 

American Red Cross and “Dressed in 
Red” during the first week of the month. 
During the second week of the month 
we welcomed local business people 
and community leaders to HCS for our 
annual Read Aloud event sponsored by 
the Northwest Community Chamber of 
Commerce. We were excited to have a 
large-scale map of Connecticut visit our 
school for two weeks. The teachers used 
the map to teach students about all the 
great things about our State. The map was 

so large that the students were able to walk 
on it in order to get a real sense of how our 
state looks! 

Students were “Reaching for the Stars” 

Continued on page 6

Kindergarten students 
are delighted to enjoy 
their popsicle treat as 
their prize for the Penny 
Wars. Story, page 8.

Photos by Jennifer Atkins

To the victor go the ... popsicles?

Students blast off into reading

By Megan Mazzei, Principal,  
and Rebecca Kennedy, Assistant Principal

https://studentweb.region10ct.org/groups/hcspta
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Technology connects 
authors, students for 
World Read Aloud Day

World Read Aloud Day was Thursday, February 16. 
Millions of people in 100s of countries around the world 
participated in this event that draws attention to the impor-
tance of reading aloud and sharing stories. It was started 
in 2010, by Pam Allyn, author and executive director of 
LitWorld, a nonprofit organization devoted to the belief 
that literacy is a universal human right.

HCS celebrated World Read Aloud Day by Skyping 
and sharing books with authors and classes around the 
United States. We had so many connections, we started our 
Skype visits on Wednesday, the day before the official date. 
Stacy McAnulty, author of many children’s books, read 
aloud to second graders from her book, Dino Files, about 
two children who discover a dinosaur egg. She was very 
engaging and kept students’ attention with visuals like a 
TRex tooth she held up. Author and illustrator, Adam Rex 
had first graders laughing as he read the book Guess Again, 
a hilarious interactive guessing story that he had illustrated. 
Laurie Wallmark did a wonderful job reading the biog-
raphy she had written about Ada Lovelace, a woman who 
wrote the first computer program many years ago. Third 
graders viewed the illustrations from the book as Laurie 
Wallmark read aloud to them and asked questions. Monica 
Carnesi captivated kindergartners with her book, Little 
Dog Lost, the true story of a dog who floated out to the 
Baltic Sea on a broken piece of ice. All the authors allowed 
time for students to ask them questions about their books 
and writing processes.

We also had some of our students have the good fortune 
to interact with students in other parts of the world as part 
of our celebration of World Read Aloud Day. Mrs. Carr’s 

class had a virtual visit with a fourth-grade class from 
Hawaii. Students read poems for two voices and heard the 
story, Same, Same, but Different, which is about two pen 
pals who live in different parts of the world. Mrs. Carr’s 
fourth graders, who had just experienced three snow 
days were amazed to hear that students in Hawaii never 
have a snow day and never even see snow. They enjoyed 
the opportunity to ask each other questions about their 
different lifestyles. Mrs. Norton’s class shared a read aloud 
with kindergarten students in Michigan. They were very 
expressive as they read Piggy’s role in the Mo Willem’s 
book, I Will Surprise My Friend! A high school student in 
Georgia did a great job reading aloud to Mr. Adam’s class 
and Mr. Murphy’s class heard a story with a third-grade 
class in Middlefield, CT. 

World Read Aloud Day was a terrific way to celebrate 
reading and make some memorable connections with 
readers around the country. We are grateful to all the 
authors and classes who shared their time with us.

Author and illustrator, Adam Rex had first graders laughing 
as he read the book Guess Again, a hilarious interactive 
guessing story that he had illustrated. This was an exciting 
way to celebrate World Read aloud Day!

Good News - HCS was named a 
Connecticut School of Distinction for 
the second year in a row! 

We achieved this status because 
we scored in the top 10% of schools 
with respect to the Accountability 
Index and also scored in the top 10% 
of schools in relation to academic 

growth. It “takes a village.” 
We are so proud of the students, 

teachers and staff. We also extend our 
thanks to all of you for your support – 
your collaboration is instrumental in 
ensuring that your children achieve at 
the highest levels. 

Please use this link for more 

information about the Accountability 
Index and School of Distinction 
criteria: http://portal.ct.gov/office-
of-the-governor/press-room/
press-releases/2017/02-2017/
gov-malloy-second-year-of-account-
ability-index-scores-show-wide-
spread-improvement.

HCS earns top state honors again

http://portal.ct.gov/office-of-the-governor/press-room/press-releases/2017/02-2017/gov
http://portal.ct.gov/office-of-the-governor/press-room/press-releases/2017/02-2017/gov
http://portal.ct.gov/office-of-the-governor/press-room/press-releases/2017/02-2017/gov
http://portal.ct.gov/office-of-the-governor/press-room/press-releases/2017/02-2017/gov
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On Wednesday, February 8th, 
the 26th Annual Northwest 

Chamber of Commerce Read Aloud 
Day took place at HCS. This special 
literacy project is made possible by 
the many community members who 
have volunteered their time to read to 
our students. 

Our guest readers gathered in the 
cafeteria on Wednesday, February 
8th to preview the story they would 
be reading and enjoy a cup of coffee. 
Student council members arrived 
shortly after to escort the readers to 
their assigned classrooms. 

Every grade level enjoyed a different 
read-aloud book. It was a special treat 
for our students and a wonderful 
way for them to experience the joy 
of reading. We are very grateful to all 
the readers who participated. Thank 
you to Rochelle Lind and Gail Nelson 
for organizing this great event! Thank 
you to our special guest readers: 
•	 Peter Bevivino, Burlington 

Insurance Agency/Burlington 
Chamber of Commerce

•	 Peter Bogen, Har-Bur Middle School
•	 Mary Bulat, Harwinton Public 

Library

•	 Frank Buonocore Jr., Founders 
Insurance Agency

•	 Jerry Burns, eBurns Marketing/
Burlington Chamber of Commerce

•	 Dorothy Ciechoski, Harwinton 
Lions Club

•	 Michael Criss, Harwinton First 
Selectman

•	 Christina Emery, LARC
•	 Steve Gwitt 
•	 Carol Hannon, CAL Business 

Solutions
•	 Carol Kearns, Harwinton Lions Club
•	 James Keith, Harwinton Lions Club
•	 Susan LaPenta
•	 Michael and Cludette McGuffie
•	 Stephanie Podewell, Office of 

Representative Elizabeth Esty
•	 Gina Scherbner, Union Savings Bank
•	 Nancy Schnyer, Harwinton Lions 

Club
•	 Harry Schuh, Harwinton Lions Club

Thank you to Mr. Criss for taking time out of his schedule to read to Miss Vannini’s 
first grade class on the Chamber of Commerce Read Aloud Day!

Chamber of Commerce Read-Aloud Day

On February 6, the Connecticut Association 
of Schools held its annual banquet at the 
Aquaturf in Southington to celebrate the 
Outstanding Achievements in Art and Music 
of children from school districts across the 
state. Principal Megan Mazzei presented 
a certificate to each award recipient after 
praising them for excellence in achievements 
in art and music.

Art teacher Mrs. Spring, Leah Mischke, Princi-
pal Mrs. Mazzei, Elizabeth Atkins, and Music 
Teacher Mrs. Conroy at the Connecticut Asso-
ciation of Schools award night.

Art and music honors
Photo by Jennifer A

tkins
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Great schools operate with a strong sense of teamwork. 
At HCS, we are proud of the way everyone works 

together. HCS is a PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention 
and Supports) school – we teach, support and recognize 
positive behaviors. The School Climate Committee has 

been focused on making the 
HCS team even stronger by 
supporting your childrens’ 
social and emotional growth. 
The Committee decided to 
share three school-wide read 
aloud stories this year. Each of 
the stories are used to teach, 
support and encourage posi-
tive behaviors at HCS. 

In November, we held 
our first school-wide read aloud. HCS students and staff 
listened from their classrooms as we read Strictly No 
Elephants, by Lisa Mantchev, over the loudspeaker. This 
story taught our students about inclusion and reinforced 
the ways each of us can work to make others feel welcome. 
Your children spent time talking and learning about ways 
that they can work to include all friends in recess games 
and other social opportunities. 

Our second school-wide read aloud is on Tuesday, 

February 28th. Mr.Gauvain, our STEM Coordinator, 
will read Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed, by Emily 
Pearson, to the school. This story focuses on how powerful 
the kind actions of one person can be. We are sure that 
everyone will enjoy this story and look forward to hearing 
the rich conversations that will happen in classrooms 
following the read aloud. We know that your children will 
generate many ideas about ways that they can make a posi-
tive impact in the lives of other people. 

Please ask your children about these school-wide read 
aloud stories. As a staff, we have found them to be very 
powerful learning opportunities for our students. We are 
confident that your children can tell you what each story 
means to them and can share what they could do to show 
kindness and help others as these main characters in our 
school-wide read aloud stories did. 

As a school community, the HCS staff works each day to 
notice acts of kindness among our students, to celebrate 
them, and to reinforce the difference each of us can make 
within the walls of Harwinton Consolidated School and 
beyond. As always, thank you for continuing to partner 
with us in this important work. When you visit HCS 
during our upcoming parent-teacher conferences, you will 
notice some of the student work that decorates the hallways 
and celebrates our focus on kindness and inclusion. 

Hand strengthening is one of the 
focuses an occupational therapist has 
when working with students in the 
school setting. 

Having good strength in your chil-
dren’s hands makes writing, drawing 
and coloring a lot easier! Parents often 
ask for tips to help their children 
improve hand strength. 

A great way to strengthen hand 
skills is to work the small muscles in 
the hand. Manipulating playdough 
is wonderful way to do this. Having 
children work with large amounts that 
allow them to make a ball, roll it out, 
and form different objects will build 
strength. 

Older children can also help 
make/knead make bread dough or 
work with play dough to form more 

intricate designs. 
We have included an easy recipe 

to make your own playdough. (Look 
online for a recipe that contains 
cream of tartar if you want your play-
dough to stay fresh longer.)

Using various items when playing 
with the dough can also help keep 

kids entertained longer. These could 
include silverware, cookie cutters or 
cookie presses, rolling pins, or biscuit 
cutters.

Have fun! Questions? Contact 
Doreen Daneault, Region 10 
Occupational Therapist (daneaultd@
region10ct.org)

Growing a positive school climate

Strengthen children’s hands with playdough
Playdough Ingredients 
1 cup of flour 
¼ cup of salt 
½ cup of water 
3 to 5 drops of natural food coloring 

Instructions 
1. Mix together the flour and the 

salt. 
2. Mix together ½ cup of warm 

water with a few drops of food 
coloring. 

3. Slowly pour the water into the 
flour mixture, stirring as you 
pour. Stir until combined, then 
knead with your hands until the 
flour is completely absorbed. 
If the dough is too sticky, add 
more flour until it doesn’t stick 
at all. 

Mr.Gauvain
mailto:daneaultd@region10ct.org
mailto:daneaultd@region10ct.org
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Reach for 
the Stars!
February was “I Love to Read” 

month at HCS. This year our 
celebration of reading has been space 
themed. On the library bulletin board, 
class rocket ships blasted off from 
planet Earth and have been making 
their way across the solar system. As 
students read and logged their hours, 
their rocket ships have been traveling 
from planet to planet. At the time of 
this writing, Mrs. Norton’s class rocket 
has been leading the race and is fast 
approaching Neptune. This means her 
students have read nearly 150 hours! 
Mr. Pirotta’s class has been keeping a 
strong lead ahead of the other third 
grade classes. Other races have been 
shifting daily. The 
class who reads the 
most at every grade 
level will win a hot 
chocolate party at the 
end of the month.

As their class 
rockets have winged 
across the solar 
system, students have 
enjoyed learning more 
about planets and 
space travel. Books 
on these subjects have 
been flying out of the 
library.

To enhance our 
Reach for the Stars 
reading celebra-
tion, we scheduled 
a virtual visit with a NASA scientist 
at Langley Space Center in Virginia. 
The program was called “Our Solar 
Neighborhood.” On February 
22nd, Dr. Caryn Long from the 
NASA Research Center, spoke to 
all our students assembled in the 

multi-purpose room. With a fiery, 
burning sun on the screen behind 
her and visuals of other planets, Dr. 
Long guided us through a tour of the 
solar system. A highlight for students 
was the opportunity to have some 
questions answered. They came up 

with some very interesting ques-
tions including, “How do black holes 
form?”

Winners of the race across the solar 
system will be announced at the end 
of the month. Congratulations to all 
our young readers! 

I Love to Read Month Bulletin Board

Whole-school Skype with Dr. Caryn Long from the NASA Research Center.
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What’s happening at HCS

Learning and having fun at the “Dragons and Dreams” Sci-
ence Tellers assembly program!

Mrs. Evans’ first grade class learned about the state of Con-
necticut by walking on a big map!

Mrs. Haworth’s kindergarten class celebrates the 100th day of school. 

during our month-long reading 
challenge! The school participated 
in a Skype visit with NASA and also 
enjoyed a space/science themed 
assembly presented by the Science 
Tellers during February. Your children 
read incredible numbers of books 
and racked up their reading minutes! 
Thank you to Mrs. Nelson for orga-
nizing this event and thank you to 
all of you that supported this reading 
initiative. 

Report cards will be sent home on 
Monday, March 13th. The teachers 
are looking forward to meeting with 
you on March 14th, 16th, or 17th for 
parent teacher conferences. The key 
to a student’s success in education is 
the partnership between parents and 
teachers. Collaborative communica-
tion is essential to make this happen. 
We feel very lucky to work with such 
supportive families.

Exploratorium 
to take over HCS

Come one, come all to the HCS 
Exploratorium! We are hoping to see 
all of our HCS families at this great 
event. Some of the things planned 
include fun learning stations and 
hands-on experience with robots 
run by the Farmington High School 
Robotics Team, experience with 
computer coding, robot demonstra-
tions by our HCS 4th grade students, 
and many amazing projects/displays 
done by our own HCS students!

Save the Date: Friday, March 24, 
2017. Please plan to attend. Even if 
your child is not displaying a project 
in our “Exhibition Hall”, it promises 
to be a night of family fun!

Students rack up 
reading minutes
Continued from page 1
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On Wednesday, January 
18th, the kindergarten 
classes enjoyed an animal 
program presented by 
an animal handler from 
the White Memorial 
Foundation. Children 
discussed the characteris-
tics of non living and living 
things including mammals, 
birds, reptiles, fish, and 
amphibians and viewed 
examples from each.

Students met a beautiful 
barn owl and felt some of 
his feathers. Each child gently pet 
a corn snake and salamander to 
compare the texture of their skin. 
Children then learned to place the 

creatures in groups based upon 
their characteristics.

This program was generously 
funded by the PTO.

Kindergarten Registration
Please help us get the word out - 

Tell your neighbors and friends! All 
children turning five years old before 
January 1, 2018, are eligible to attend 
kindergarten during the 2017-2018 
school year. Parents are encouraged to 
pre-register their children now! Early 
registration will help us plan effec-
tively and ensure a smooth transition 
for children entering kindergarten. 
Pre-registration is online: http://
region10ct.org/

Parents/Guardians that pre-reg-
ister their child for Kindergarten will 
receive an invitation to attend parent 
orientation in April.

Attention All HCS Volunteers!
We hope you will mark your 

calendars for our annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast. It will be held 
on Tuesday, April 4th. We value and 
appreciate our volunteers and the 
many wonderful ways you help our 
school. Please plan to join us. Thank 
you for all you do!

Spring ahead
Reminder . . . Daylight Savings 

Time begins on Sunday, March 12th. 
Remember to “Spring Ahead”!

Save the Date – Thurs., April 6 
Alan Beitman, Superintendent of 

Schools, will attend a special PTO 
meeting to provide an overview of 
the proposed budget for the 2017-18 
school year. Please attend!

Flashing Red . . . Kids Ahead
Please remember that it is illegal to 

pass a stopped school bus whenever 
its red lights are flashing.

HCS Student Council Update
Thank you to all of the families that 

donated non-perishable foods to our 
“Super Bowl” food drive. We collected 
834 items for the local food pantry! 

Photos by Jennifer Atkins 

Animal handler Carrie Szwed from the White Memorial Foundation holds 
Shakespeare, a beautiful Barred owl who’s wings were damaged when 
he was hit by a car while he was hunting. He now lives comfortably in 
captivity at the foundation in Litchfield.

Kindergarten students react with delight 
to the sight of a large corn snake during 
an enrichment program from White 
Memorial.

Kindergartners enjoy  
visit from White Memorial

By Jennifer Atkins
PTO Vice President

http://region10ct.org/
http://region10ct.org/
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J U L I E  Y E S C O T T

E X C E P T I O N A L  P R O P E R T I E S  S P E C I A L I S T
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J U L I E Y E S C O T T . R A V E I S . C O M  |  J U L I E . Y E S C O T T @ R A V E I S . C O M 

WWW. JUL I E SE L L SCT . COM

Follow HCS  
on Twitter!

@hcsrsd10ct

Students in grades pre-k through 4th grades were very excited to 
hold the first ever Penny Wars at HCS in January. 

During lunchtime every day, students put pennies into their grade 
level bin and also enjoyed sabotaging other grades with silver coins 
and dollar bills. By the end of the week, the total amount raised 
was an amazing $2,416.47! All proceeds will be put towards the 
playground. 

The fourth-graders won an ice cream party for raising the most 
funds within their grade level. All other grades were rewarded with 
a popsicle party.

4th-grade victorious in Penny Wars
The Penny 
Wars fund-

raiser brought 
in $2,416.47 

for the new 
HCS play-

ground. 
Fourth-grad-

ers raised the 
most money 

and celebrated 
with an ice 

cream party.

Photos  
by Alyssa 

Prenoveau
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Harwinton Youth Sports Association

Harwinton Baseball and Soccer 
registration is open….please go to 
www.harwintonsports.org and click 
on the REGISTER button!

Saturday April 22, 2017 is 
Harwinton Opening Day at the 
Harwinton Fields behind Harwinton 
Town Hall. Opening ceremonies will 

begin at 10am. There will be lots of fun activities for kids of 
all ages through the day! We are looking for volunteers and 
raffle prize donations!

The Snack Shack committee will be looking for volun-
teers 13 years or older to work in the snack shack this 
coming spring. The snack shack is one of the biggest 
fundraisers of HYSA. In order for the snack shack to be 
open we need helpers to work at it. Just click the SIGN UP 
button under “useful links” on our website www.harwin-
tonsports.com to sign up or contact Karen Roberts at 
Karen.a.roberts@espn.com or text her at 860-218-0049 .

Mark your calendars for the next HYSA Annual Golf 
Classic September 14, 2017 at Fairview Farm Golf Course 
in Harwinton. If you are interested in being on the golf 
tournament committee please contact Gloria Hall at trea-
surer@harwintonsports.com

Burglary • Fire • CO • Video Surveillance • Low Temp • Home Entertainment • Phone Systems
24-hr Monitoring • Surround Sound • Audio/Video • Residential & Commercial

1425 EAST MAIN STREET, TORRINGTON, CT 06790
Phone 860-496-7041 • Fax 860-496-7043 • lee.hall@soundworksandsecurity.com

www.soundworksandsecurity.com
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